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GORGON PROJECT, ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

667. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to page 20 of the executive summary of the draft environmental impact statement/environmental review 
and management program for the Gorgon proposal, and I ask - 

(1) Is the minister aware that the recently released 2500-page EIS/ERMP is incomplete? 

(2) Is the minister aware that some of the documents that should have been included in the draft EIS/ERMP 
will be available for public review for about only four weeks? 

(3) Is the minister satisfied that the requirement for a draft EIS/ERMP for public review for 10 weeks will 
be met, considering that a significant part of that draft EIS/ERMP will be exposed for public review for 
only four weeks? 

(4) Does the minister accept that sections of the document, such as those that relate to quarantining and 
dredging impacts in particular, cannot be meaningfully reviewed by stakeholders and members of the 
public until the deferred sections are finally released? 

(5) Will the minister now direct the Environmental Protection Authority to extend the public comment 
period to accommodate the above concerns? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1)-(5) I am aware that under clause 8.9 of the Environmental Protection Authority’s environmental impact 
assessment - part 4, division 1 of the administrative procedures 2002 - the EPA may accept submissions 
beyond the review period, when there are delays in the environmental review, the document is made 
reasonably available and the authority considers the delay necessary.  The Minister for the Environment 
will seek an assurance from the EPA that the public will be given the full 10 weeks to comment on all 
aspects of the ERMP. 

 


